J UVENILE COURTS
ENOTAH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GERALD W. BRUCE, Judge
325 RILEY ROAD, ROOM 223 TELEPHONE: (706) 864-8770
DAHLONEGA, GA 30533 : : : FACSIMILE: (706) 867-7996

1 July 2011
To: Juv em]f«' Court Attorneys/CASAs
Re: Juvenile Court information

As we move into July, I thought I'd take an opportunity fe address some of the
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“irgt, i've attached two standing orders: one deals with procedural matters and
he other with compensation for appointed counsel. . Please review these oraers
end L milidrize yourself with them. I think they are self-explanatory, bui I want
6 make a couple of clarifications.
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To give éveryone time to commilnicaté with clients, the procedure foi attomey re-
appoinhent outlined in ‘lhe nrocedural order will not 1ake cffeet witil Az,"t,.::-t L
fhiswill gzve jtm a month xpl 1in fo your cuema 1ha; app _L Wi
ferminate £ muowm;r a-final dlSp(}Sl‘{iOD a]ld that for reviews and of
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ISL,N i've hau a coupie of questlonb about pretnal conferences Since one of the
p urposes of the conferences is to ensure that all parties have what they need for
the trial of 4 case, but also to expedite those trials, adJudlcations will normally be
set within 7-21 days ‘of the pretrial conference. A pretrial conference will be held
before there can be an adjudicatory hearing in any case, even for those alread
scheduled. The currently-scheduled hearing will simply be ef)n"erted to a prafrial
i umu‘enee 50 mc,ase plan c.ccoramgly : :
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Prr‘irlal conferences are prowded for ‘in the order onlv in dc,Prn ion and
termination cases.. If any of you thmk they would be of use m dehnq‘a ey cases,
please lef me- know

e to drastlc cuts to the salary and budget of the Court by our county
COMMIssio ; Truancy: Court will no longer b(, provided. _,'ifheie 1's atw -—foid.
explanatior For this. First, Truaney Court is a anon—'1 ratitony
*}“"ie’)mmu:n’fy by the ‘Court when the: Court was fally=fun |
coimnissioners have Dot seeri {it fo fund the Court” fully. Seeond tbe (‘oult q',
. s.vej “e;mﬁurseme“lt Tias been it to $500.00. This will allow travel for atmost
- Aew rnonths - perhaps not bevond the summer. Ome the Circuil's travel




reimbursement is gone, so will be the Court’s travel. At that point, all hearings of
any kind originating in any county in the Circuit will be held in Lumpkin County,
pursuant to O.C.G.A. §15-11-29. It would be impossible to conduct the frequent
hearings and to continue the intensive oversight involved in Truancy Court cases
under such conditions. As it is, it will be difficult enough for people who appear
before the Court in statutory proceedings. Many of you will know that the advent
of Truancy Court coincided with drastic reductions in truancy in all of our
counties. Perhaps the commissioners will see fit to remedy the situation in the
very near future.

The continuation of Family Drug Court in White and Lumpkin Counties is
dependent in large part upon the outcome of the grant application. For now,
services will continue for those already in the Court, and new applicants wﬂl be
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The Court has an online calendar, and all attorneys and CASAs may have access
to it. We are in'the process of adding your email addresses to the access list, so it
may take a short while before everyone has access. Please keep in mind that this
calendar has juveniles’ identifying information on it and take steps to protect it
from unauthorized access. The online calendar will serve in the place of
calendars prepared by DJJ and SAAGs and sent out prior to hearings. It will not,
of course, take the place of a notice of hearing or rule nisi.

‘Lhie Court’s email address is enotahjuvenilecourt@grnail.com; pleasc do not use
~ifito corm unicate anything other than scheduling or procedural indormation and
;uestmns

I'look forward to serving the Juvenile Courts of the Circuit. As I told the SAAGs
some time ago, my priest used to say that going from “pew to pulpit” — ordaining
a layman from a particular congregation to serve as a:clergyman to the same
congregation — could create some unique issues as everyone struggled to get used
to- lbe change. We face the same kind of issues whenever we get a new judge from
among our local bar, and I'm aware that it will be an adjustment for everyone. 1
simply ask your pahrﬂncp and goodwill, and will promise the same.

Wlth thanks for your service to our Clrcult I am

Cordlaﬂy,

Gerald W. Bruce
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